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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

The Diocese of Arusha
The Diocese of Arusha, Tanzania, marked its 25th anniversary this year and also the 25th anniversary of its first and only bishop, Most Rev. Dennis V. Durning, C.S.Sp. It is in Arusha that the Congregation's next Enlarged General Council will be held in May 1989 - the first time that a Spiritan meeting at
this level will be taking place outside of Europe.
Some
13,000 people
braved the rainy weather in
the Arusha stadium on 26
June 1988 to join Bishop
Durning in celebrating the
silver jubilee of the diocese
and of his own ordination as
bishop. Concelebrating the
open-air Mass in the stadium
were Cardinal Rugambwa of
Dar-es-Salaam, Archbishop
Gian Moreni, Pro-Nuncio, Bishop Durning, seven other
bishops
and
some
70
priests from Arusha and
neighbouring dioceses.
A
letter
of
congratulations
from Pope John Paul II was
read out by the Pro-Nuncio.
A choir of 350 voices led
the singing, and the homily
Bishop Durning.
was preached by Bishop Josaphat Lebulu of Same, who
had been ordained a priest by Bishop Durning.
Later, on 11 September, Bishop Durning marked the jubilee in his home archdiocese with a concelebrated Mass in
Philadelphia, at which Cardinal Krol gave the homily. Bishop
Durning, 65, is now the only expatriate among the 26 Tanzanian bishops. He went to Kilimanjaro in 1950 and was
working among the Maasai at Loliondo when, in 1963, he
was appointed to head the new Diocese of Arusha. He was
consecrated by Archbishop Krol in Philadelphia on 28 May
1963.

The Diocese
The Diocese of Arusha is half the size of England and
stretches some 400 kms. southward from the Kenyan border over the Maasai steppes, and some 200 kms. westward
from Mount Meru to the spectacular Ngorongoro Crater and
the Serengeti national park, an area noted not only for its
wildlife but for the Olduvai Gorge, made famous by the Leakeys with their anthropological finds. Most of the diocese is
upland savannah, about 1,000 metres above sea level, and
Arusha town itself is at the foot of the 4,556-metre Mount
Meru. The still higher Mount Kilimanjaro rises above nearby
Moshi. Nearly half of Arusha Diocese's population of
580,000 are Maasai, a nomadic pastoral people that are
found also in southern Kenya. Other ethnic groups include
the Arusha, Meru and Sonjo.
The first Spiritan missionaries in East Africa arrived at
Zanzibar in 1863 and opened the mission of Bagamoyo on
the mainland in 1868. They gradually moved inland, and in
1890 Fr. Alexandre Le Roy, later Superior General, made an
expedition to Mount Kilimanjaro. In 1901, Frs. Gommengin-

ger and Rohmer were sent into what is now Arusha Diocese,
but they were not able to establish a permanent mission.
This had to wait until 1926, when another future Superior
General, Fr. Francis Griffin, opened a mission at Arusha. In
1932 the evangelization of the Vicariate of Kilimanjaro was
entrusted to the American Spiritans, and the first Americans
assigned to Arusha were Frs. James White and Simon Stark
in 1939, at which time there was still only the one mission in
the 67,000-square-km. area that is now the diocese. Usa
River was one of its outstations.
In 1953· the work began to expand when Fr. Egbert Durkin, later Provincial of England, and Fr. Gene Hillman built a
mission in Monduli, and the following year another at Loliondo, more than 300 kms. to the north-west. In 1961 a mission was opened at Kijungu, in the southern steppes. These
were all in Maasailand. A trade school had been started -Rt
Usa River in 1956, and there were several primary schools,
catechetical centres and dispensaries.
By 1963, enough progress had been made for the Diocese of Arusha to be set up, and in the following year its
statistics showed 6,300 Catholics (most of them in and
around Arusha town itself) in a population of 250,000.
Eight parishes were manned by 15 Spiritans and one diocesan priest, and there were 25 primary and ·bush· schools
with a total of 2,700 pupils.
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tian message, and this is helped by the fact that there are
now five Maasai priests, the first of whom was ordained in
1976.

The District of Kilimanjaro
The present Superior of the District. of Kilima~ja~o, Fr.
Joseph Herzstein, was for many years himself a mIssIonary
among the Maasai. Originally the main thrust of the District
was in the Diocese of Moshi, but its work there was so successful that it was able to disengage almost completely from
it. The Chagga people of Moshi have produced about 150
local priests, both diocesan and religious, and are now sending out missionaries of their own. It is they who form the
backbone of the Spiritan East African Foundation, which is
due to become a Province in February 1989. The Foundation was started in January 1973, largely at the urging of
five Chagga Spiritans from Moshi who had joini::d the Congregation in the 1950s. Two of them became bishops: the
late Bishop Joseph Kilasara of Moshi, and the present Bishop of Zanzibar, Most Rev. Bernard Ngaviliau.

Fr. Herzstein, District Superior, with Maasai.
At this time the Second Vatican Council was still in progress, and the new bishop attended all of its sessions except the first. The Council had considerable impact on the
diocese, especially in liturgy, religious education, mission,
the role of the laity, development, and ecumenical relations.
Attention was also given to the promotion of local vocations, and a minor seminary was set up in 1965, from which
candidates go on to the regional major seminaries. In a
recent interview, Bishop Durning said that one of his
greatest joys was ordaining his diocesan priests. The first
three were ordained in 1976, and up to now 25 have been
ordained, five of them from the Maasai.
These are joined today by 22 Spiritans and 5 Spiritan
Associates working in the diocese, and 11 Spirit'ans and one
Associate working in the formation houses of the East African Foundation at Usa River and Njiro. There are also 8
priests from other groups, 76 Sisters from 6 institutes, and
8 overseas lay volunteers working in the diocese, together
with hundreds of local catechists, teachers and leaders of
small Christian communities. There are five parishes in Arusha town itself, 11 others with resident pastors, 8 without a
resident priest, and more than 100 outstations. Schools
were nationalized in 1969, but the diocese runs three hospitals, 17 clinics and a medical flying service, operated by Fr.
Pat Patten, who flies his light aircraft to bring medical assistance to some 500 patients a week in ·bush· clinics, and to
transport the more urgent cases to hospital.

Though disengaged from Moshi, the District still has a
commitment in the Diocese of Same, where one German and
four Dutch Spiritans help the nine local priests. They are
well respected for their work in catechetics, liturgy, the promotion of an active laity, a·nd the diocesan newspaper Pambazuko. Other diocesan newspapers started by Spiritans
are Jimboni of Moshi and Tupashane of Arusha. Two Spiritan Associates, one of them from Germany, work in Same.
The District's missionary endeavours have reached even further afield to the Turkana people in Kenya and the Borana in
southern Ethiopia.
Apart from the German and Dutch confreres in Same,
there are five Tanzanian and two Irish Spiritans in the District
and one French Spiritan, Fr. Michel Robert, who works
among the Maasai. Twenty of the members are from the
USA/E Province. The District Council at present comprises
Frs. Joseph Herzstein, Johannes Bosman, Patrick Patten,
Christopher Promis, Richard Le Clair and Thomas Tunney.
Frs. Tunney and Promis are former Superiors of the District.

The diocese is still very much a · first evangelization ·
area. Out of a population of 580,000, only 4 7,000 are
Catholic, and 57,000 belong to other Christian denominations.
There are some 10,000 Muslims, but about
465,000, or 80% of the population, follow African traditional religions. The Maasai form a large part of these. Their
nomadic lifestyle has proved a difficulty in the way of evangelization, as they are always on the move with their cattle.
Their language is also a difficult, ·tonal· one, and they are
independent .and attached to their traditional way of life.
Pre-evangelization work among them began in the 1950s,
and care was taken to respect their traditional customs.
Today they are showing themselves more open to the Chris-

The 1987 District Chapter.

News Items
EAF to become Province
"In its meeting of 19 October 1988, the General Council
decided to set up the East African Foundation as a Province
of the Congregation, in accordance with the Spiritan Rule of
Life, no. 15 7. This decision will take effect as from 2 February 1989. The boundaries of the Province of East Africa
cover the countries of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. The
Districts are within this new Province and retain their autonomy.
Future developments may modify this situation.
Fr. Daniel Macha, elected Superior of the Foundation during
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the Chapter of this circumscription in January 1987, becomes Provincial Superior until the next Chapter, scheduled
for January 1990.
"The relationships between Foundations and new Spiritan Provinces on the one hand and Districts on the other will
be studied at the Enlarged General Council in May 1989.
For the moment, the General Council has accepted as a
working base the various proposals agreed upon during the
meeting of 17 March 1988 concerning relationships between the new Province and the Districts."

The meeting of 17 March 1988 referred to in the above
decision of the General Council was a meeting in Morogoro
of the major superiors of East Africa, at which the General
Council was represented by Fr. James Okoye. The Districts
i~volved are: th~se of Kilimanjaro, Bagamoyo and Kenya, the
first two being In Tanzania.
A front-page report on the East African Foundation was
~iven in -~piritan News No. 66, of March-April 1987. Its
first novItIate: opened on 10 January 1973, and today it
cou~ts 45 priests, 1 brother, 23 professed theologians, 15
novices, and some 40 first-cycle students. Eleven of its
priests are working in Zambia, five in Zaire, and one in Germany.

Cause of Fr. Poullart des Places
At the request of the 1986 General Chapter, the General
Council has decided to promote the cause of Fr. Claude Franc;:ois Poullart des Places, and, on 3 November, appointed Fr.
Jean Savoie, Provincial Superior of France, as Postulator of
his cause before the archdiocesan tribunal of Paris. As is
well known, Fr. Poullart des Places died in 1709 at the early
age of 30, after founding the Holy Ghost Congregation in
1703.

Other decisions of the General Council
The Gene.ral Council
• on 10 Oct., appointed Fr. Benjamin IKEGWUONU (Nigeria)
as accountant in the General Bursar's office at the Generalate for a three-year term, as_from 1 Sept. 1988;
• on 10 Oct., transferred Fr. Georges THIBAULT from the
French Seminary, Rome, to the French Province, as from 1
Sept. 1988;
• on 14 Oct., transferred Fr. Henri LITTNER from the General
Administration in Rome to the General Archives in Chevilly
beginning on 1 November;
·
'
• on 14 Oct., changed the following first appointments
from the Province of France: Fr. Franz LIGHTLE to Haiti, and
Fr. Jean-Michel GELMETTI to Angola. (Both of them had
been previously appointed to Southern Africa, but had been
unable to get entry visas for there);
• on 24 Oct., confirmed the election of Fr. Jean PEDRONO
as District Superior of French Guiana for a three-year term
beginning on 1 April 1989, and prolonged the mandate of
the present Superior, Fr. Jean-Yves URFIE, until that date;
• on 4 Nov ., appointed Fr. John HOGAN as Superior of the
vyest African Foundation for a third three-year term, beginning on 11 February 1989;
• on 18 Nov., confirmed the election of Fr. Neil McQUILLAN
as District Superior of Puerto Rico for a second three-year
term , beginning on 1 January 1989.
• on 30 Nov., confirmed the election of Fr. Antoine MERCIER as Superior of the Spiritan Apostolic Group in Mexico
for a three-year term beginning on 30 November.

New major superiors at the Generalate
Six recently named major superiors (cf. photo) met with
the Generalate Team in Rome from 19-23 September to get
to know each other and to exchange ideas. It was a smaller
group than the 19 last year, and the meetings will now be
annual so as to keep the groups at a convenient size.
Among the many subjects discussed were the new Administrativ~ Guide ~rawn up by the General Council for major
superiors, the 1mplementat1on of the Rule of Life, and next
year's Enlarged General Council. There was a day's outing

Major Superiors at Subiaco: (from left) Frs. Brian McLaughlin
(Ireland), Joao Serra de Araujo (Brazil S. E.), Jean-Fran<;ois
Coquerel (Paraguay), Pierre Haas (Superior General), Roderick
Curran (Sierra Leone), Jose de Castro Oliveira (Portugal), Vincent O'Toole (England).
to Subiaco and Tivoli for the superiors and members of the
Generalate community . After the meeting, the General
Council did their annual retreat, which was held near Assisi
this year and was preached by Fr. Felix Porsch of Germany.

First Appointments
The General Council has made First Appointments to the
following circumscriptions:
·
Papua New Guinea Paul McAULEY
(Trans-Canada)
Neal SHANKS
(Trans-Canada)
Peter DE LA BASTIDE
(Trinidad)
Brazil S. W.
(FAC)
Chrysanthus YUH
Congo
Jean-Marc BERTRAND
(France)
Madagascar
Yves DUHA YON
(France)
Angola
Ant6nio de SOUSA
(Portugal)
NEVES
Jose Manuel MATIAS
Southern Africa
(Portugal)
SABEN<;:A
(WAF)
Fidelis FAERENGA
Sierra Leone
(WAF)
Peter LAAST
(WAF)
Peter ESHUN-RHULE
Makurdi
Muziwakhe Michael SIZimbabwe
(S. Africa)
BEKO

Visits
The following is the program of visits by the Generalate
Team From November to April:

Fr. Haas: England (8-13 Nov.), Nigeria (5 Dec.-8 Jan),
Central African Republic (8-17 Jan .), USA/W (20 Feb.-5
March), Reunion ( 18-25 March), Madagascar (25 March-3
April), Mauritius (3-11 April) .
Fr. Doyle: Nigeria (8 Nov.-15 Dec.), USA/W (25 Jan.-28
Feb., Chapter 17-22 April), U.S. Irish (1-10 March), Puerto
Rico ( 12-31 March), North American Superiors, Toronto (3-6
April) .
Fr. Okoye: Nigeria (8 Nov.-12 Feb .).
Fr. Goncalves: Cape Verde ( 12-31 Jan .), Reunion and
Mauritius (5 March-8 April) .
Fr. Wiehe: Central African Superiors, Bangui ( 10-14
Nov.), Nigeria (14 Nov.-10 Jan.), Madagascar, Reunion and
Mauritius ( 1 March-15 April).
Fr. Nicolas: European Formators, Holland, and Provincials, France ( 10-29 Nov.) , French Guiana and Haiti ( 10
March-18 April).
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Fr. Marzinkowski: Gentinnes, Justice and Peace (6-14
Nov.), Central African Republic (24 Nov.-26 Jan .), Cameroon
(26 Jan .-13 Feb.), Congo ( 13-23 Feb.), Guadeloupe and
Martinique ( 10 March-17 April).
Fr. De Boer: Holland (6 Nov.-? Dec .).
All the Councillors will be taking part in the Enlarged General Council which will be held in Arusha from 8 to 20 May
1989.

The Generalate
Fr. Henri Littner, who worked
as Assistant General Secretary at
the Generalate from 1966, when
it moved from Paris to Rome, left
Rome on 6 November to take up
his appointment as Assistant
General Archivist at Chevilly. Fr.
Littner, 73, was professor of moral theology and canbn law at the
Holy Ghost Seminary for overseas students in France ( 194555) and at the Spiritan theologate, Chevilly (1957-63). He
Fr. Littner.
also taught 'ad interim' in Bangui
in 1965. He did studies in liturgy
(1955-57) at Louvain and Paris . From 1963-66 he was
assistant in the General Archives in Paris before moving to
the Secretariat in Rome. For the past 39 years it is Fr. Littner who has brought out, anonymously, the annual Ordo that
has been used by all Spiritans, and he will continue, from
Chevilly, to do this. It is also he who brought out the Congregation's Etat du Personnel in 1968, 1974 and 1980, and
who has just finished the 1988 edition, which is now at the
printers·. And his statistical reports used to be a regular
feature of the General Bulletin. His knowledge of the Congregation will be missed at the Generalate, not least by the
editor of Spiritan News, who was always able to count on
his advice and assistance. In fact, Fr. Littner was himself in
charge of the Information Service for a year ( 1976-77), as
well as acting as General Secretary from time to time.

Angola
On 20-21 August, the Diocese of Menongue celebrated
the centenary of the mission of Kuvango, founded in 1888
by Fr . Ernest Lecomte, C.S.Sp. The mission, from which
much of the Ganguela-speaking area was evangelized, has
been without a priest since Fr. Martin van Koolwijk was kidnapped in 1982. (He has since been working with Angolan
refugees in Zambia - cf. Spiritan News No. 70). The celebration was presided over by the Bishop of Menongue, the
Archbishop of Lubango and the Apostolic Delegate and
drew thousands of people, some coming by foot from up to
100 kms . away . The sacrament of confirmation was administered to 1,500 people.
Four days later, on 25 August, a Spiritan priest and eight
Spiritan seminarians were lucky to escape death when they
were in an ambush in which, unfortunately, five seminarians
of the Diocese of Benguela and a La Salette scholastic were
killed. Fr. Jose Reis Gaspar, C.S.Sp ., was driving the third
vehicle in a convoy of three which ran into machine-gun fire
on the road from Benguela to Huambo. A Caritas lorry leading the convoy got the worst of the gunfire, and the others
were able to take cover.

Guinea-Bissau
One of the projects announced by the Portuguese Province's promotion organization LIAM for its 50th anniversary
last ye1;1r was the raising of funds for a church and school at
the new mission of Cai6 in Guinea-Bissau. The school be-

came a special project of the youth branch of LIAM, the
· Javens sem Fronteiras ·. They worked to raise funds, and
five of them (including a carpenter and an electrician) went
out to Cai6 at their own expense for the month of August
with Fr. Firmino Cachada, the founder of their branch. They
laid the foundation stone of the school in a public ceremony
on 11 August and did a good deal of work on it. The work
will be continued by local people, under the direction of Fr.
Jose Costa, and the school should be able to open in the
middle of 1989. It will contain three classrooms, an office
and other rooms . The nearest school at present is 40
kilometres away.

Southern Africa
In his tour of Southern Africa countries, Pope John Paul II
beatified the apostle of Lesotho, Fr. Joseph Gerard, O.M .I.
( 1831-1914) on 15 September at an open-air ceremony in
Maseru. One of the facts that emerged about Fr. Gerard's
life was that, when he was on his way to Southern Africa in
1853, he had had to wait for over two months in Mauritius,
where he was the guest of Fr. Jacques Laval. He studied Fr.
Laval's methods of evangelization and they were of great
use to him in his own evangelization of the Basotho.

Mass Intentions
More and more confreres, for whom Mass stipends are
an indispensable source of ' income·, appeal to the General
Administration for Mass intentions . Those who may have
Mass intentions to spare, and who would like to help, could
send them to the General Bursar, who would be happy to
forward them.

Jubilarians
65 Years of Priesthood :
: Fr. Olivier SABOT (France) .

5 April

60 Years of Profession:
Frs. Matthias DIERICHSWEILER, Wilhelm HAHN
(Germany), Heinrich LEMMENS (USA/E), Rudolf
LENZBACH (Brazil S.), Anton WILDEN (S . Africa).

5 April

50 Years of Profession :
19 March : Brs. Andreas van GURP, Joseph WERK ER (Holland), Luis OLIVEIRA, Manuel VALENTE (Portugal).

50 Years of Priesthood :
Frs. Wilhelm BAR, Hugo BOSSONG, Hermann
OBERGFELL (Germany), Alfons SCHUMACHER
(Brazil S.).
24 April
Fr. Gerhard SEIFRIED (Puerto Rico).
16 April

Our Dead
5
6
7
8
13
15
21
25
30
31
14
15
19
22

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct .
Oct
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Br.
Fr.

David DARCY (Brazil S.W.), 54.
James MURRAY (Ireland), 75.
Jean ROHART (Martinique), 78.
Gerard CHENE (France), 45 .
Gwenael LE PART (France), 59 .
James J . COLEMAN (Ireland), 87 .
Lucien FREY (France) , 74.
Alfredo SANTOS (Angola), 70 .
Leon THEILLER (France), 77.
Yves FLOUR (France), 76.
Martin GROFF (France), 61.
Domingos MEIRELES (Angola), 66.
Valentin TIMMERMANN (Germany), 75 .
Carolus van ZEELAND (Holland), 73.
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